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reflections highly useful, as illustrating the progress of the hitman 
mind during the eighteenth century. We know not any single 
work, which exhibits the picture within the same space, or more 
likely to produce a just impression, as to the comparative advance- 
ment of the various kinds of knowledge and invention. In the 
first volume of the Collections of the Neia York Historical Soci- 
ety for the year 1 809, there is also a dissertation by Dr Miller, 
on the first discovery of New York, containing a full account of 
Verrazzano's voyage. 

And we now have before us another effort of his to promote the 
cause of literature and science. An association has recently been 
formed, with the name of ' The Literary and Philosophical Society 
of New Jersey,' and it was in celebration of the first anniversary of 
this Society, that the present discourse was pronounced. The 
author takes a broad range, going back to the time of Plato, and 
showing the great advantages then resulting from the associations of 
learned men, in the Academies and Porches of Greece. He comes 
next to the origin of literary and scientific societies in modern 
Europe, speaks of their wide influence, and represents them as 
having been important instruments of intellectual improvement. 
A brief history of the few societies of this sort, which have arisen 
in our country, brings him to the New Jersey Society just founded, 
and a statement of its objects and duties. These are neither few 
nor trivial. They extend to all the main subjects of historical, 
philosophical, and physical research, as well as to exertions more 
peculiarly literary ; and their weight and value are well explained 
by the author. He opens fields for inquiry, which allows ample 
room for action to the most enthusiastic members of the Society, 
however various their talents, or ardent their zeal, or intense their 
thirst for knowledge. 



!>• — Gramatica Completa de la Lengua Inglesa, para Uso de los 
Esparioles. Por Stephen M' L. Staples, A. M. Phila- 
delphia. Carey & Lea. 12mo. pp. 276. 

A great merit of this Grammar is the accuracy, with which 
the idioms of the English and Spanish languages are compared, 
through all their grammatical forms. Its particular object is to 
teach the English language to Spaniards, but it may be consulted 
with much advantage by students of the Spanish. The author 
takes special pains to exhibit the powers of the letters of the alpha- 
bet, as they are expressed in the two languages, and with no little 
success. His fault is a tendency to too much refinement, and an 
attempt to designate sounds, which can only be communicated by 
the living voice. It is possible, however, that the defect of slop- 
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ping short of the point, to which he has gone, would be as great a 
fault. The subject is not an easy one to manage, and will be 
differently regarded according to the ear and judgment of every 
individual. 

The parallel view, which Mr Staples takes of the parts of 
speech in the two languages, is skilful and satisfactory. His rules 
are explicit ; in some parts too numerous, but commonly definite 
and pertinent. His notes, which are written in English, are judi- 
cious ; brief in matter and pointed in manner. The chapter De 
los Idiomas is remarkably full, and it would not be easy to find a 
more complete list of the idiomatic uses of English verbs and pre- 
positions. These are all explained by parallel Spanish phrases. 
The author states a broad position, when he says, in his preface, 
that ' the English surpasses all other languages in the regularity 
and multiplicity of its significant initials and terminations.' We 
will not stop to contest the point, but we distrust its accuracy. In 
short, we deem it essentially incorrect, and presume our opinion to 
be sufficiently supported, by citing the Greek, or even the Hebrew, 
if the author means by ' significant initials and terminations,' what 
are commonly understood by prefixes, and suffixes, either in the 
character of indeclinable particles, or declinable pronouns. That 
the English has fewer roots, and a greater number of compound 
derivative words, than any other language, is a new doctrine in 
philology. 



10. — Adam's Latin Grammar, with some Improvements, and tht 
following Additions ; Rules for the right. Pronunciation 
of the Latin Language ; a Metrical Key to the Odes of 
Horace ; a List of Latin Authors arranged according to 
the different Ages of Roman Literature ; Tables, showing 
the Value of the various Coins, Weights, and Measures, 
used among the Romans. By Benjamin A. Gould. 
Master of the Public Latin School in Boston. 12mo. pp. 
284. Boston. Cummings, Hilliard, & Co. 1825. 

The experience of successful and eminent instructers can best 
determine the merit of a grammar, designed to be a Manual in 
schools. In the common opinion, Adam's Grammar has well 
answered its end. If any other is preferred, we are not aware 
that it can either communicate much more, which is wanted, or 
even desirable, in a school book ; or present, on the whole, a more 
convenient arrangement, in the parts of it which are to be com- 
mitted to memory, or in those which are useful for occasional 
reference. 



